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The Musical Structure of “The Yellow River Cantata” Its Expression of
National Spirit
LLiao Xintong
Army Engineering University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 211100
Abstract : “The Yellow River Cantata” composed during the period of the War of Resistance Against
Japan, deeply influenced by the national crisis and the ideological trend of saving the nation from
subjugation. This study aims to adopt musicological analysis methods to examine how the work
conveys and expresses the spiritual connotation of the Chinese nation through its musical structure. By
analyzing structural elements such as movement layout, melodic progression, harmonic configuration,
and rhythmic dynamics, and exploring the integration of musical language with national themes
in conjunction with the lyrics, the research demonstrates that the work successfully shapes the
symbolic imagery of the Yellow River through rich musical dramatization and distinct national musical
vocabulary. It elevates individual emotional experiences into a collective national identity, greatly
inspiring the spirit of resistance and patriotic fervor, making it a exemplary masterpiece in the history of
Chinese music where artistic form and national spirit are highly unified.
Keywords : "The Yellow River Cantata"; musical structure; national spirit; music analysis; war of
resistance music
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