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From Safeguarding to Empowerment: Empirical Research and Practical
Pathways of a Stealth Scholarship Model for University Students in
Financial Need

Xu Xianfeng
Office of Student Affairs, Ludong University, Yantai, Shandong 264000

Abstract : Traditional financial aid models in universities often face pitfalls such as privacy concerns and
the awkwardness of public appraisal, failing to meet students' deeper needs for dignity and
development. Based on questionnaires administered to 586 economically disadvantaged students
and 11 financial aid officers in Shandong Province, this study empirically analyzes the acceptance,
advantages, and challenges of the "stealth aid" model. The research finds overwhelming student
support for stealth aid, primarily due to its maximum protection of privacy and preservation
of personal dignity. However, its development is constrained by a core contradiction: "high
acceptance" versus "low awareness." The study reveals that student needs are shifting from
survival-oriented to development-oriented. Accordingly, it constructs a core implementation
framework for stealth aid, centered on "Precise Identification — Resource Matching — Warm
Delivery — Feedback Optimization." This provides a theoretical basis and practical paradigm for
transforming student aid work from merely providing "economic security" to fostering "growth
empowerment" in the new era.
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