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Abstract : Farmers' entrepreneurial opportunity identification plays a crucial role in promoting rural economic
development. Through a systematic review of literature published between 2010 and 2025, this
article comprehensively examines research progress, theoretical models, empirical findings, and
methodological limitations in this field. The study reveals that existing research has established a

preliminary theoretical framework primarily composed of three models: "cognitive—alertness," "social
capital-network," and "institutional-resource integration." These models emphasize the positive
effects of prior knowledge, network diversity, digital technology, and policy support on opportunity
identification, while also highlighting ongoing debates concerning the role of strong social ties, the
influence of formal education, and the efficacy of policy interventions. Methodologically, prevalent
limitations include a lack of context—specific measurement tools, sampling bias, and overreliance on
cross—sectional data. This review suggests that future research should develop tailored meso—level
theories, adopt longitudinal designs and mixed—methods approaches to clarify the cognition—to—action
mechanisms, investigate the transformative impact of digital platforms, and examine the interactive
effects of multi-level institutional factors. Additionally, greater attention should be directed toward
underrepresented groups (e.g., individuals in remote areas, women) and contextual challenges such as
climate change to enhance both theoretical rigor and practical relevance for rural revitalization.

Keywords : farmer entrepreneurship; opportunity identification; literature review; theoretical models;
research prospects
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