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Abstract :

China's criminal offense structure is exhibiting a trend toward misdemeanor predominance, yet the

current criminal record sealing system only applies to juvenile offenders. Adult misdemeanants face

the predicament of lifelong stigmatization and social exclusion, hindering their resocialization process.

The absence of a criminal record sealing mechanism for adult minor offenses has become a major

constraint on the effectiveness of social governance for minor crimes. To address the institutional

gap and meet the demands of misdemeanor governance—thereby mitigating the negative impact of

collateral consequences of conviction and advancing judicial fairness—it is imperative to establish

a criminal record sealing system for adult minor offenses. Through targeted institutional design, this

reform aims to achieve value symbiosis between crime governance and offender reintegration.
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