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The Breakthrough of Existing Human Rights under Emerging Human Rights
—From the Perspective of the Construction and Expansion of the
"Right to Happiness”

Yu Cong
Hainan University, Haikou, Hainan 570228

Abstract : The pursuit and possession of happiness, just like the pursuit of freedom and equality, is an important
component of the human rights system in all countries around the world. @ ™ The proposition of
common human values is the legal principle of human rights for forming a fair, reasonable and inclusive
global human rights governance pattern. "The people's happy life is the greatest human right" @
is the legal principle of human rights in the new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics and the
human rights program of the Chinese Communists. @ ' Looking back at the historical process of the
integration of the concept of happiness and the concept of human rights in modern and contemporary
China, as a concept that combines subjective experience and value pursuit, the idea of happiness
has long expanded into the social domain and has the conditions for considerable development.
Under the guidance of the legal principles of human rights in the new era of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, the "right to happiness" has gradually developed into a new type of human right that is
inclusive and contemporary, with a community with a shared future for mankind as its core value. On
this basis, this paper proposes to deconstruct the right to happiness into a dual dimension of "the right
to a happy life" and "the right to pursue happiness". Meanwhile, this article advocates a differentiated
rights confirmation path that, on the basis of connecting the existing framework of the two rights and
human rights while maintaining their independence, clarifies their value positioning and incorporates
them into the existing rights system. Through the guarantee of the rule of law, it promotes the
theoretical construction and institutional realization of the right to happiness, with the aim of providing a
new paradigm for human rights governance with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords : the right to happiness; emerging human rights; a community with a shared future for
mankind; construction of rights; human rights protection
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