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Abstract : Incontemporary daily life, commercial linguistic landscapes play a significant role within the multimodal
communication system. Although there have been numerous related studies on this special type
of linguistic landscape, few have paid attention to the key question of how commercial linguistic
landscapes are capable of achieving their commercial functions and values in the real world. In
light of the aforementioned question, this paper highlights the pivotal role of indexicality in analyzing
commercial linguistic landscapes. Furthermore, taking the popular milk—tea brand “HEYTEA” as an
example, it explores the semiotic pathways through which these landscapes fulfill their commercial
functions across the following multi-levels indexicality spaces: the space of the sign itself, the space
of human cognition and the space of real-world society. This approach may provide a novel research
perspective for future studies on linguistic landscapes.
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