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A Study on the Translation of Stream-of-Consciousness Novel from the
Perspective of Semantic and Communicative Translation — A Case Study of Li
Wenjun’s Chinese Translation of Runaway

Luo Xianxian, Chen Yuning
School of International Studies, Ningbo Tech University, Ningbo, Zhejiang 315000

Abstract : Based on Peter Newmark’ s theoretical framework of semantic and communicative translation,
this paper examines Li Wenjun’ s Chinese translation of the novel, with a focus on his strategies
in rendering stream-of-consciousness techniques, regional cultural expressions, and feminine
psychological narration. The study finds that Li adopts semantic translation to faithfully preserve the
original linguistic form and narrative structure, while employing communicative translation to creatively
handle dialectal expressions, sentence-final particles, and cultural references— thereby effectively
compensating for the cognitive gaps of Chinese readers and achieving a dynamic balance between
fidelity and acceptability.
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il 1: The minister’ s voice, which had started out more
sorrowful than angry——though always indicating ironclad
conviction——was taking on a shrill and scolding tone, while
Juliet, who had begun, as she thought, in reasonable resis—
tance——calm, shrewd, rather maddeningly polite——was now
in a cold and biting rage.” ©'*)
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f5]3: Her feet seemed now to be at some enormous dis—
tance from her body. Her knees, in the unfamiliar crisp pants,
were weighted with irons. She was sinking to the ground like a
stricken horse who will never get up.”
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4. And from then on——water and rocks, dark trees,
hanging moss. Occasionally a trail of smoke from some damp
and battered—looking little house, with a yard full of firewood,
lumber and tires, cars and parts of cars, broken or usable bikes,
toys, all the things that have to sit outside when people are

lacking garages or basements.” ™
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5. He had built new steps, and spent a lot of time look—
ing for an old wrought—iron railing for them.” ®¥
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before now. Somebody would have found a way to make him

“Else somebody would have got in and dug it up,

tell where it was.” 1%
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Shipton.”
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“Juliet talked bitterly for a while about Mother
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