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Abstract : As a core relic of Buddhist culture in the Turpan Basin, the calligraphy in the sutra transcriptions
unearthed from the Bezeklik Thousand-Buddha Caves serves as precious material evidence of
cultural integration along the ancient Silkk Road. This paper focuses on the fragments of Chinese and
Uighur sutra transcriptions from the 6th to 13th centuries in the Thousand-Buddha Caves. By tracing
their historical development and examining their relic characteristics, it systematically analyzes the
artistic forms of the calligraphy in the sutra transcriptions from four dimensions: strokes, structure
composition, and ink techniques. It delves into the comprehensive influences of regional cultural
integration, religious functional demands, and material and technological conditions on the formation of
its style. Furthermore, by comparing it with the Dunhuang sutra transcriptions and the regular script of
the Central Plains, it clarifies its unique position in the history of calligraphy in the Western Regions. This
study enriches the academic content of specialized analysis on the calligraphy in the Bezeklik sutra
transcriptions, provides micro—level empirical evidence for the study of calligraphy art in the Western
Regions, and offers a new perspective for the concrete study of Silk Road culture.

Bezeklik Thousand-Buddha Caves; calligraphy in sutra transcriptions; artistic form; cultural
causes; Silk Road calligraphy
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