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Online Identity Facing Death: "Digital Heritage” from Heidegger’s Ontology
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Abstract : An individual's "online identity" on the Internet can be regarded as a new way of human existence.
When an individual passes away, their "online identity" does not disappear immediately but remains
as a "digital legacy" in the digital world. This article aims to conduct an in—depth exploration and
interpretation of the phenomenon of digital heritage starting from Heidegger's ontology. Firstly, this
article holds that "digital legacy" is the continuation of a person's "living" life. After the end of life, its
influence in cyberspace still exists and continues to affect others. Secondly, this article focuses on
how the emotional bonds of the deceased during their lifetime can be preserved or reborn through
digital legacy. Finally, explore the significance of the active participation of "those present" in handling
and protecting the digital legacy of the deceased. In the face of the technological allure of "network
immortality" in the era of artificial intelligence, this article advocates adhering to Heidegger's concept
of "facing death", emphasizing a profound understanding of one's own limitations and conscious
management of digital heritage.
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