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Abstract : The imperial examination system of the Ming and Qing Dynasties was deeply integrated with Cheng—
Zhu Neo-Confucianism, jointly building the cornerstone of the national ideology. This article focuses on
the core of the "Four Books", the "Great Learning", and explores how the imperial examination system, as
a disciplinary mechanism, centralized its interpretive power under the commentaries of Cheng and Zhu,
thereby constructing a power discourse that served the imperial order. This article reveals how the system
established the interpretive hegemony of Cheng—Zhu Neo—-Confucianism by sorting out the "Complete
Collection of the Four Books" of the Ming Dynasty and the "Respect for Zhu" policy of the Qing Dynasty.
Furthermore, analyze how the imperial examination questions and the eight-legged essay transformed the
theoretical thinking of Neo—Confucianism into stylized knowledge production and shaped the thinking of
scholars. Finally, by rejecting heterogeneous interpretations, we reflect on the exclusivity of this discourse
system. This article holds that the interpretation of the "Great Learning" under the imperial examination
system is actually a cultural practice dominated by state power and aimed at unifying thoughts, profoundly
reflecting the symbiotic relationship among knowledge, power and political legitimacy.

Keywords : imperial examination; "Great Learning "; Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism; discourse of power;
interpretation of the literal meaning; confucian classics of the Ming and Qing dynasties
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