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With the support of internet technology and big data management, cross—border e—-commerce
platforms have significantly boosted the development of international trade. The rise of cross—border
e—commerce has greatly reduced the search costs for enterprises in finding potential trading partner
countries, simplified the transaction processes of international trade, and provided businesses with
broader opportunities for export. This paper establishes an asymmetric bilateral trade model and
conducts an empirical analysis using panel data of China's electronic product exports to 66 partner
countries from 2014 to 2023. The study reveals a significant negative correlation between export
trade costs and the trade volume of electronic products, indicating that an increase in export trade
costs significantly suppresses the trade volume of electronic products, and this conclusion is robust.
However, in the sample of non-neighboring countries, the negative impact of trade costs is more
pronounced. Based on these findings, the government should optimize trade policies, reduce trade
barriers, and strengthen infrastructure construction to improve logistics efficiency, thereby promoting
the development of digital trade platforms to lower information search costs. Enterprises, on the other
hand, should pay attention to market dynamics, optimize supply chain management, and enhance
product competitiveness to jointly foster the growth of electronic product trade volume.

export trade costs; searching costs; electronic products; asymmetric bilateral trade
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