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Research on The Qualification of Plaintiffs of Social Organizations in Marine
Environmental Civil Public Interest Litigation
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Abstract : Regarding the issue of whether social organizations have plaintiff standing in civil public interest litigation
for marine environmental protection, there has been ongoing debate in both theoretical and practical
circles. The main focus is whether Article 114 of the Marine Environmental Protection Law of the People's
Republic of China is a restrictive provision. Given the promotion and active implementation of environmental
protection by society, it is argued that the restrictive nature of this provision is inappropriate and should
be understood as an expandable provision. Therefore, the law should grant social organizations the
status of plaintiff to enhance their enthusiasm in serving public interests, which could also alleviate the
judicial pressure on entities such as procuratorial organs. In the future, the functional positioning of social
organizations should be shaped, with a focus on improving the marine environmental public interest
litigation system. It is recommended to amend Article 114 of the Marine Environmental Protection Law of
the People's Republic of China to include social organizations within the scope of plaintiffs in civil public
interest litigation for the marine environment, in order to ensure accurate understanding and application of
the law, allowing judicial authorities to have legal grounds when handling environmental relief cases, thus
achieving judicial unity and marine environmental protection.
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