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Archaeological Findings of Tri-Colored Glazed Pottery from the Liao and Jin
Dynasties and Related Issues

Liu Xianghui, Zhu Ce
Shaanxi University of Science & Technology, Xi'an, Shaanxi 710021

Abstract : As a significant phase in the development of ancient Chinese colored—glazed pottery, the tri-colored
glazed pottery of the Liao and Jin dynasties inherited the lead—glazed craftsmanship tradition of the
Tang Dynasty while developing a unique artistic style shaped by the cultural context of northern ethnic
groups. Based on archaeological artifacts, this paper systematically examines the primary distribution
areas, representative kiln sites, and typical unearthed objects of Liao and Jin tri—-colored glazed
pottery. Through comparative studies with Tang and Song tri-colored glazed pottery, it delves into
the evolutionary patterns of their shapes, decorations, and craftsmanship features. The study reveals
that Liao tri-colored glazed pottery, rooted in the grassland lifestyle needs and religious beliefs of the
Khitan people, developed a robust style dominated by yellow, green, and white glazes. In contrast,
Jin tri-colored glazed pottery, building upon Liao traditions, incorporated techniques from the Jun
and Ding kilns of the Central Plains, showcasing a trend towards diversified glaze colors and refined
decorations, reflecting the aesthetic transformation of the Jurchen people after integrating Han culture.
The research finds that Liao and Jin tri-colored glazed pottery not only serves as a material reflection
of northern ethnic life but also stands as a ceramic testament to the cultural interactions between the
grasslands and the Central Plains, offering new archaeological and art historical perspectives for
studying the dissemination of ancient ceramic technology and cultural fusion.

Keywords : Liao tri-colored pottery; Jin tri-colored pottery; origin; sancai pottery; archaeological excavations
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