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A Musical Analysis of Ravel’s Piano Works ”Oiseaux Tristes”
and "La vallée des cloches”
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Abstract : The Piano Suite "Mirrors" is an early work by the famous impressionist composer Ravel, a large piano
suite consisting of five separate works. This work has many innovative elements of Impressionism and
also continues the classical music tradition, with Ravel's unique impressionistic music style.

The second and the fifth pieces of the suite "Mirrors", namely "Oiseaux tristes" and "La vallée des
cloches", are selected for a more detailed analysis and study. The first part of the paper is divided
into three parts. The first part describes Ravel's life and main works, as well as the background
of the composition of the Suite "Mirrors". The second and third parts are the musical analysis of
"Oiseaux tristes" and "La vallée des cloches", which are analyzed in detail from three aspects, namely,
composition, harmony, theme and material, and divided into several perspectives to summarize.

In these two works, Ravel has made many innovative modifications to the traditional structure of the
piece. The musical images of the motifs are well depicted and developed in an impressionistic way. At
the same time, Ravel incorporates many modern musical elements, such as high chords, compound
chords, etc., and also incorporates many characteristic tonal scales, such as the Spanish octave and
pentatonic scale.

Although these two works are not very long, they are full of rigorous compositional thinking and rich

compositional skills. The study of Ravel's Suite for Piano "Mirrors" will not only help you to learn about

Ravel's musical thinking, but also to get a general understanding of the impressionistic style of music.
Keywords : Maurice Ravel; "Oiseaux tristes"; "La vallée des cloches"; musical analysis
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