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From Lace to Embroidery with Cut-out Work — the Spread of Drawnwork Art
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This paper systematically reviews the century—long evolution of Western lace, which, after being
introduced to China in the late 19th century, merged with local embroidery traditions and transformed
into the unique Chinese art form known as "drawnwork" or "embroidery with cut—out work." The paper
first traces the origin, development, and industrialization process of Western lace, and then examines
how its introduction to China led to the formation of distinctive industrial zones in Chaoshan, Jiangsu—
Zhejiang, and Shandong, fostering the establishment of a localized craft system. The article conducts
an in—depth comparison between Western lace and Chinese drawnwork in terms of techniques,
materials, patterns, and cultural connotations, highlighting the cultural adaptation and recreation
embodied in the contrast between the foreign aura of "lace" and the local flavor of "embroidery with
cut—out work." Facing the challenges posed by mechanized production and modern lifestyles, this
paper analyzes the inheritance dilemmas faced by drawnwork handicrafts. Taking the contemporary
practice of "Shazhou Embroidery with Cut—out Work" as an example, it explores innovative
pathways for revitalizing intangible cultural heritage as future resources through cultural and creative
development, industry—academia—-research collaboration, and the integration of digital technologies
such as artificial intelligence (AIGC). The aim is to reveal the diverse possibilities for the dynamic
evolution of traditional handicrafts amid cross—cultural exchanges and technological transformations.
drawnwork; lace; spread from the West to the East; intangible cultural heritage; digital
innovation
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