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George Roerich’s Ethnographic Investigation into the Living Tradition of Gesar

Deng Pengdfei
School of Chinese Language and Literature, Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu, Sichuan 610225

Abstract : |In the early 20th century, Russian scholar George Roerich's research on Gesar outlined the contours
of Gesar studies. More significantly, he introduced ethnographic fieldwork methods to comprehensively
describe the living state of the Gesar epic across the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau at that time. He
meticulously documented the epic's narration and creation, dissemination and reception, folk customs
and local traditions, the survival and transmission practices of storytellers, and various aspects of
Gesar artistry, thereby preserving the ethnographic cultural context of the epic.
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