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Religious Experience and Linguistic Expression: Insights from Wittgenstein's
Late Philosophy on the Problem of Religious Language

Wang Jinlong
School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872

Abstract : |In the vast starry sky of philosophy,Wittgenstein's thoughts, especially his late views on language,
stand out as a refreshing perspective, offering new angles and profound insights to the philosophical
community. Religious language, as a unique form of language—game, derives its meaning from its
practical function in use rather than literal reference. Building on Wittgenstein's later philosophical
theories, this paper explores the relationship between religious experience and linguistic expression.
Using Buddhism and Taoism as examples, it examines the metaphorical, symbolic, and paradoxical
features in their languages, highlighting how religious language attempts to transcend the limitations
of everyday language. Ultimately, the paper argues that Wittgenstein’ s later philosophy provides
significant insights for understanding the essence and function of religious language, thereby deepening
our comprehension of the relationship between religious experience and linguistic expression.

Keywords : Wittgenstein; religious language; language-game; religious experience

5=

SRS IR F R Z AR R EA T AU RS . SRR R . ELIF I, RSN
NREZWZER LR, SRR A NG S S BRI SS o XA ST 5300 S R RIENS etk . S E— R
S IAEM WS, H A AE AT 2 J A TR S R SR ORI B, TR LA N ZTeR N, 2T, i
FEJRRA R R T RSE AR DB S WA, IR TR S LA, (AUl AR AR AR
£, R RABTE F IS MU, O B — X AL T AR . A BRI AR T A M T 2 S O 5 P
HIE7R, FFLMBEANEEOIRI, AT 80T S RMEMZIRE . WX —i5s, BERBFRUN FEAR STEFRIECRNER, A5
JERstoienE e NIV

— . HEISIRERIBMGERE S th I = RO SIS TRAR, A7 2 1T AT T M S R
TR, AR T R T SR —— B
PRI, Bofr 20 AP EIR, DB . B S, SR CEFIORT WA, 7R (IR ) RE

EHEEAMN: £4A (191.3—) , F, Wk, TTALEA, PEARAKFE ¥R, SZ5FF, L2HE T E: T¥, FHc%,

Copyright © This Work is Licensed under A Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License. | 127



ZALEASS | CULTURAL RESEARCH

PER IS 2 B T N SSRF SLBR N S 5, IF AR IR RS
IS A T D = AT = AL AR Rh P, st PRI
PLSTESFHERT 5N “Amfal” SEEI RS LR 245 73
HrRRHE AL R T P R —Fh “Hktmiss” (IR
SREAIRE A (EMAEN N F IR IASKE B, B s etk
AOPTHNE, IITRIXFRTTS, GG 2 3w AR, ¥

EAPLTHM T BN IR IORT 5 R B
OO, HAf F EREIEE7R . IR SO PRI T IR PR fE e
BHEE, TR T HAE BSR4 i ik X R
A" ROTE ISR, BOM AR GR IR S E0R T A AIHE
R——FHARE N ANET RALE R SR, AT e
FIMALE ARSI AR Y

AT A S TR S WO ANES A I, (FES
TEAFLURIT TR, AEETE e R e R A 2 A e T
BT, AAFEEEGN A ZE A AR, AT
HIEE WO B M R G B, IXFARTR SO ST
TSORE N . Ho—,  FPRESR B URFHAL (9 7 S S
iy HT, BRI DURIE SR R o i

AERPARUGTHOE TN TR SRR RO RE
T EEA RN T R, 5= I R RSB A S0 Al E U
BN SHANEIAEE" o FUSIRIERREAT: IR A
REBIA “HARRI , T “HANTRE" | X
WM RIE G [ R SR U S5 4%

—. REIESHUSERE

SHUET, TR M EAEMRARE TR, 55
SURHAE NGO L5 A RNRRNEE . LR mEE =
Wigsrh, AAREERE I, HEELES SN FZEE
A U EA T M P e SR 0E T MR IR T AU 25
TN :

LFEFOES HHWIOER A F AR IaUR, e, e X
FEMS, R ATORE B R A RORIE, I
MBS TR s, Flan, M#ohng s M e
W, BEREHEEIRR T BA RO, (B8 H R RS A
DIBEX B 2

2 RHOE H W . RACAME SR TR HRIA S
HURSS IX USRI BIRRES IS A RS NI, (AR
SIS L, BN, MhEsrh i WAL, SR
KFIRGE AR, ARG R A R B M s
7 HEHEAR

3R T R N BB R ) R U S S s S bl
FIRR. i, SRR “SA— MEERr =
EIRHGEAZDHL, (BT 5 F AR N AR . 3R
AR EOR T IS TR,

=. $#ISIREMEMBEFESRBESHBRR

(—) BESHRERBESHSHM
RERAARITIAE (H2Amige) PRl SRR IR Xk, 4

il T NERF AT W REEEh T BN 2k
Zei Qs E ), IEFMESCFRERE T MRS T, TR
TET AR s Bl AL B X P BRI [ 7] — = HBOR T
FEANFIZURFRE . AN STy AR EAE M A i, A
FIREAT A = AU E SR 4o 25 D g BRI Ry L33E, 3%
REEF WA EHACHIBESRT S, Jom T 3T IR g o (A 1Y
PRIl AR I R . XA AREDR ISR LD 2 50
27 AN FEOE S IR RESCOOR 5 SUER,
BN E AE SIS SRR A2 S, DU
MERFHGEBERN LT

(Z) RiEALIES RBEE SRR

PRI TR MR MR b, dE R T
“EBARINE” B X —BIE RN T A BN T — MR R
FAAEIRAS s WU — B B 5 P] REFE 2 E IRAC ER AN A& e
AR T RARAE, RO ORI AL T X R Sl Y 1R SO i
Zrp O HTRATEEAA R SCH R <M ik —— MBI
TERC A S AR, B S B S AE W R, 3
B ETAE" R —— G5 R AR E S
ARSI MR Bt XA TR TR Se AR i = A
B FEAREA TR A PRI TR e 3L, TS
FRERHAIE MU R L MG, Bl KGR TR SR, 1h
PR T SRS B A A I

(=) &ERASRRIESAOSERME

PRI, TS BRI T AR EE b, 2
NZESLEE A — 8053 [HRE, B0 S AR —FEie
BB GAEE, THRSEEN AR, FIEREHE. X
Tt “BATPRORE I MR T IR AES R S BEEAE AR
SHRAEYRARIG, FEME ST AT R TESR AR
FIE SRR, ]S ER LAE A B 02 S AT I T
BLH R AR IR s R 1A, T A
FEVEN TR, FERARTS ISR 2

(W) MERSREEBNRASHME

PERRALTIEAE (BT ) SRAMIBAE A XA
FUE, MAPRFUEY , PRI —TREET, ST AZEAHL R
HOBED LS WA R R, (R B R (A
R XSO RFEEOE T P CE IR R0 T R
Mo SRBRE, (R EE S A AR 2 TR B T,
A A MELLE W R ZI MR P, X P A T B W S
FNZHL B ERE, JOE BN S IR R . Jit, =
PORFERILNRERE R, EARASAE. B, W5 ST,
A PR F WU R S Te R R U

(H) BFESRBIESMITENE

AR IL R P 22 REA OGRS T B, 18X
R T FEASSE AT P TER . R, SEEE A
AT AIIRE, BB EEEME MR SHEGEL, LT
DR, EFHEARE, BF MO T R R E, T
e TR SRSEEA, RS HEGRB AR ER, K
PRSI SRRSO T A R OUAIIAE MR, 16
PRI R . @ L MW R EOE T L, HAEMIRRSIP R
RIS, TR A Ak AT R 5

128 | Copyright © This Work is Licensed under A Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License.



(A) HHUERB: RBIESHFRME

SFHORF RN RGO HR, R IR Sy =
ILRTE: RIERZZ TR R GOMIE T BT MO OL, £
SR E A ] AR RS I AL RSN M, AR R Y
BT SR ST IR N A, e A RO £ R
AR X S RS T AT PRI TR 7 R 5 S TR R 3L
LRI EEFIEIP S, PR AT 2P TR T L PR AR —— %
FORE IR IEE 2SN SIIIELE, A FE R SeA 1 AR ie
B, XTRBA RN F M RERIRIIT, PRI R
e AR R,

. . BERESEHSR

SREREAT A )OSR B LI . ELUR B S A .
SR, SFBOLLAUE NG FREREL 5Lk, XMorES
T FEOR T R, ERWHRITEN . UL, IRGRE
77, RS H R R SRR,

(=) BBESHGINR

FbOE 7 HAT SRR (9 AR 2 (D (A, 3 SR AT ] A
FERR B SOM S PSS T 5800 8. TR 0E = O S
CaEm CTRI CORRT GF, BOMEHIRER R TR T,
B H TR A DL R B 220 X SO il S
H #2350

I, AhAR T ARG T — ML A SRR B O 7 e
ko IR FREAARAE, W “FEfE” RAEalys, U
K7 B e XA U P TIR S E RO, T 5|
HEATEOHE R BRI, EISE TR e E e S,
s TR MR, s X—MEATERRECRITERR A
A", M — IS TC AR AR . 2, EHR
BE, 2 AR BT B o REFRTY
X FETBFE IS, 51 AT IO 20,

(Z) BRIESHHIAA

EHET FFEERIL T R E0R T Rk I, R PIe
FOGMIGAL, g™ 07 PR S, XA TE
B LR, TR E RS R EO B TR
PAEERFAR R AT, I GEREZ) i EWE, B

B ORI T EROEF IR S H R RS R AR . [N,
FONIEEOE S BRI RE AT T R0 5 10k AEBR T,

IS WRESCRG R T FEEEh, FUE.
FESERE T 2 A R B R, 1T S SRR T SR A 2
i, BN T — PR

(=) #ISIREMBEZ5HH. BRESHRBEYNE

LU P22 IR 5L BEEF AR RE
AORAEANENY B, ARRRHUTH R S AR R S B
HOS BT RIRAER VIR &0 SRR CBARFTAIE)
TR X TORATFBLAZRYY, BRATLAURERIIER” , XS
SRR EGE A, BRSO R AR, [FRE, GEERIAY
CHWE, dREE, A4, EEAT, REZOR A SR
I

2 LTI RO T e S R 7T (AT SRS 2
H CPRMIEEC BRSO, . (FRORIRARR A A AR
SAELRERE ST, SRAAFEIMEHRG Sl BRI R
R SANESE, RAARRTT SR, X 5YRR T
YR T 75 I RAT AN R LU S L A

3 HERP RT3 75 SE B I D AR SRR, SO, R
TS EAN S B — 5. FRECM RS AR, S50
IEAT LRI, B WA T E—" , AR EIE
FABE A AU I SEROR IR AR o SX S ] S 2RI 1
IR ST HAE M AW R

4 RN R S 30 2 S AR, S EEY
MEESRATAN 70 O A AR AR . AR T 1A e i
T E ORI ST A BRI, & HONE
I E AR SRR S G . =B IR T — R A&
I3 T AR S A

h. &ig

AL T W BT SO SRRSO S L O T R A R
PRI . ARAFHLTE AR SR FRAT], BN 5 TR
HARRE R R B GO S e (S BRED B, AR S H T
FHIBRUER PP o SXAITTHEA U B TS S H0E 5 A TIA
R, A R EOS TR AR AL T I R

il

E =
(1] FRE375  AEHRITAR AT RS (M) T35 ARHIIER: | 2005,

[2] KA AERPARATIR AR SCEOUL ). PUAL Rl - At el 2023, 53(5):5-16.

[3] VFRLL AR A SRS IR (0. PR SR, 2020Q1) 2.

[4] FEEMG  ARRARUTIE S 200 - SRS HOTE RN LRSS (D). VP TARE R AR (HERIAER ) | 2024, 20(3):13-19.

(5] EiAR 24 LA AR AT (). RSSO | 2023(2):87-97.
161 FHF A AR AT A0 S I R L )] BB AR 2020(2) : 257-268+427.
[7)FKAERL AT S 538 (D). 53098, 2006(1): 74-79

(812554 . AR OB T WARAT (D). EIURSE L2017,

[OMEERTHE . A UK B T —— AR TR SRS (D). sp3 Ui Ze5ehe , 2014
(IO , BRAZE AR M 8 S —— AR R SR AT A SR EOR T AR (). PO (2 R127hi) . 2010.DOL: CNKI: SUN: XZDX.0.2010-01-021.

Copyright © This Work is Licensed under A Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License. | 129



