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Approaching Tao Xingzhi: Education as a Practice Dancing with Life
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Centering on Tao Xingzhi's educational philosophy of "Life is Education”, this paper explores its
profound enlightenment in contemporary education. From dimensions such as "education taking

root in life", "transformation of teachers' roles", and "activity—based pedagogy", the paper analyzes
Tao Xingzhi's educational thoughts of integrating knowledge into practice and taking students as
the main body. Combined with the dilemmas of modern education, it emphasizes the importance of
education returning to the essence of life and stimulating creativity. Through teaching cases, the paper
demonstrates the contemporary value of Tao Xingzhi's concepts such as "Unity of Teaching, Learning
and Doing" and "Little Teacher System", and calls on educators to take love as the foundation,
practice the spirit of civilian education, and cultivate students' ability to solve problems in real situations.
Finally, it points out that Tao Xingzhi's educational wisdom provides an important path to solve the
current dilemmas of educational utilitarianism and standardization.

Tao Xingzhi's educational thoughts; life education; Unity of Teaching, Learning and Doing;
creative education; civilian education
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