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Semiotic Interpretation of Teacher-Student Individual Interaction: A Case
Study of Small Notes
Zhi Bingxin
Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgi, Xinjiang 830017

Abstract : Against the backdrop of the digital transformation in education, the symbolic value of traditional
paper—-based media urgently needs to be re—examined. Based on Peirce's triadic theory of signs
and Mead's symbolic interactionism, this study analyzes the symbolic attributes of small notes in the
primary and secondary school education context. As an informal communication medium, small notes
construct a quasi—equal dialogue space between teachers and students through symbolic systems
such as words and graphics, with their material carriers and symbolic representations forming the
dual dimensions of the sign's interpretant. In terms of emotional transmission, small notes realize the
concrete expression of educational care through a "de-institutionalized" symbolic coding method.
At the cognitive construction level, their non-linear symbolic characteristics can break through the
temporal and spatial limitations of classroom discourse, forming a "second teaching field". The
interaction between education and symbols has also become closer; the most common way of
communication between teachers and students is through language, and the rapid development of
digitalization has reconstructed teachers' communication symbol systems, practical paradigms, and
inter—subjective relationships. Although digital technology provides multiple paths for teacher—student
communication, small notes, with their emotional warmth and individual adaptability, still serve as an
important medium for maintaining emotional resonance and cognitive understanding between teachers
and students. This study aims to explore how to leverage the symbolic characteristics of such paper—
based media to revitalize them in the digital educational environment, promote warm teacher—student
interactions emotionally, and essentially foster virtue through education.
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