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The construction of the Guangdong-Hong Kong—-Macao Greater Bay Area is a major national
development strategy, with Qianhai, Hengqin, Nansha, and Hetou serving as the four core platforms driving
the Greater Bay Area initiative. These platforms bear the critical mission of exploring institutional innovation
and addressing deep integration challenges under the "one country, two systems" framework. Based
on the growth pole theory and point-axis system theory in regional economics, as well as institutional
economics' theory of institutional change, this study constructs a "differentiation-linkage" integrated
analytical framework. By systematically reviewing the strategic positioning, industrial progress, and
institutional innovation practices of these four platforms, the study identifies challenges such as potential
functional overlaps, missing linkage mechanisms, and persistent deep—seated barriers to cross—border
factor mobility. During the 14th Five—Year Plan period, advancing platform collaboration from “physical
aggregation” to "chemical integration" is crucial. Accordingly, this research proposes a linkage mechanism
system encompassing four dimensions—"strategy—planning, industry—innovation, factor-market, policy—
governance"—aimed at fostering a new pattern of networked platform development. This approach seeks
to maximize the platforms' aggregation and diffusion effects, providing core support for the Greater Bay
Area to become an internationally leading bay area and a world—class city cluster.

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area; significant cooperation platform; differentiated
development; linkage mechanisms; growth pole theory; institutional innovation
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