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Research on Multimodal Translation Strategies for the Architectural Art
Description of the Mausoleums in Shaanxi Province
Wang Cuiying
Xianyang Normal University, Xianyang, Shaanxi 712000

Abstract : This paper focuses on the challenges of cross—cultural communication regarding the architectural
art of imperial mausoleums in Shaanxi Province. Based on the "Dynamic Adaptation Theory" of
Eco-Translatology and the "Multimodal Synergy" of Cross—Cultural Communication Studies, it first
outlines the three key characteristics of imperial mausoleum architecture: symbolism, spatiality, and
craftsmanship. It then analyzes the communication pain points, such as isolated textual terminology,
uninterpreted image symbols, and asynchronous video information. Subsequently, a multimodal
translation strategy combining "text + image + video" is constructed. The text establishes a foundation
through associative terminology translation and hierarchical connotation interpretation; the image
presents details through label interpretation and spatial diagramming; and the video achieves dynamic
transmission through subtitle supplementation and dynamic annotation. The aim is to help international
audiences understand the beauty and cultural essence of imperial mausoleum architecture and
promote the in—depth dissemination of Chinese culture.

Keywords : imperial mausoleums in Shaanxi; imperial mausoleum architecture; multimodal synergy;
dynamic adaptation
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horse sculpture at Qianling Mausoleum is a symbol of the Tang

“The winged

emperor's soul ascending to heaven. Ancient Chinese believed
that winged creatures could help the dead reach the heavenly
realm, a common religious belief at that time.” (7[5 5 HES
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from grayish—white limestone, with a height of 3.45 meters

“The Qianling winged horse is carved

and a length of 2.8 meters. Its wing structure adopts a 'three—
layer overlapping' technique: the outer layer is carved with
cloud patterns, the middle layer with feather textures, and the
inner layer with hollowed—out designs, which not only enhances
the three—dimensional effect but also reduces the weight of
the stone, preventing cracking. Academic debates about its
symbolism focus on two points: one holds that it symbolizes
'ascension to heaven' (based on Han Dynasty 'heavenly horse'
documents), and the other argues it represents 'foreign tributes'
(linked to the Tang Dynasty's foreign relations, as winged
horses were rare in China at that time).” (5ZB35 UK AT
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