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Research on the Cultivation of Critical Thinking in Junior High School English
Reading Teaching with Al Assistance
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Abstract : With the rapid advancement of Al technology, its in—depth integration into the field of education has
injected new vitality into teaching reform. As a core component of 21st—century key competencies,
critical thinking is an advanced cognitive ability that junior high school English reading teaching should
prioritize cultivating. This study aims to explore how to effectively integrate Al technology into junior
high school English reading instruction to foster students' critical thinking. Firstly, it elaborates on the
significant value of Al-assisted teaching in nurturing critical thinking, including enhancing reading
interest, enabling personalized learning, creating authentic language contexts, and providing immediate
feedback. Furthermore, the core part of the paper proposes specific cultivation strategies from four
dimensions: Al-supported prediction and questioning, inquiry—based activities for multi—perspective
interpretation, discussions facilitating in—depth critical reflection, and application tasks encouraging
transfer and innovation. It is intended to offer practical references for frontline teachers to innovate
teaching models and implement the objective of developing students' thinking qualities.
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