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Abstract : In Japanese teaching, listening is often pointed out as a relatively weak link for learners. There are
two main reasons for the slow improvement of listening ability: one is the low efficiency of learners'
semantic processing of learned words in the text, and the other is the low success rate of guessing
the meaning of unknown words. Vocabulary guessing is one of the most widely used strategies
by second language learners when dealing with unknown vocabulary, and this strategy is closely
related to incidental vocabulary learning. Taking elementary Japanese learners as the research
objects, this study adopts a combination of quantitative and qualitative analysis methods to discuss
the use of vocabulary guessing strategies for listening in incidental learning and the important factors
affecting their use. The study draws the following conclusions: (1) Elementary Japanese learners most
frequently use cross—linguistic transfer strategy and contextual analysis strategy to guess unknown
vocabulary; (2) Increasing visual training is conducive to vocabulary guessing; (3) Mother tongue has
a negative transfer effect on elementary Japanese learners; (4) The limitations of existing knowledge
and working memory slow down the processing speed of learners' listening comprehension information
and increase the difficulty of vocabulary guessing.
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