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Visualization Analysis of Research Hotspots and Trends in Volunteer Service

of Medical Students in China Based on CiteSpace
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Hubei University of Medicine, Shiyan, Hubei 442000

Abstract : To systematically review the research hotspots and trends in volunteer service of medical students
in China, this study employed CiteSpace 6.1.R6 software to conduct a visual analysis of 459 journal
articles related to medical student volunteer service published between 2005 and 2025 in the CNKI
database. The results indicate that the annual publication volume exhibits a three—stage characteristic
of "exploratory development—steady growth—rapid rise," closely aligned with national policies and
major social events. The collaboration networks among authors and institutions have low density
(0.0037 and 0.0026, respectively), presenting a pattern of "small clusters, large dispersion," and a
stable core author group has not yet formed. Research hotspots have evolved from early explorations
of forms like "young volunteers" and "social practice" to mechanisms such as "long—term mechanism"
and "training model," further focusing on the integration of connotations like “"practical education" and
"Red Doctor Spirit." In conclusion, the field has established a research framework centered on medical
education. Future efforts should strengthen interdisciplinary collaboration, deepen empirical research
on the educational mechanism, and promote the systematic integration of volunteer service with the
cultivation of medical talents.
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