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Abstract : The digital economy and artificial intelligence (Al) technologies are deeply intertwined, injecting
new vitality into the implementation of the rural revitalization strategy. Returning young people, serving
as a crucial bridge connecting urban and rural resources, are increasingly growing into a pivotal force
in rural construction in this era. This paper, anchored in the technological characteristics of the Al era
and the demands of the rural revitalization strategy, systematically analyzes the internal logic, practical
significance, and existing dilemmas of returning young people in facilitating rural revitalization. It explores
effective pathways for their participation in rural industrial innovation, governance improvement, and cultural
continuity from three aspects: technological empowerment, subject cultivation, and support systems.
Al technologies provide tools and support for returning young people to leverage their advantages,
while establishing a robust cultivation mechanism and safeguard framework is crucial for stimulating
endogenous motivation. The synergy between the two can drive rural revitalization from passive
blood-transfusion-style assistance to active blood—-making—style development, offering theoretical
references and practical guidance for rural revitalization in the new era.
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