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With the continuous growth in the number of remarried families, the legal regulation of step—parent—
child relationships has become an important issue that urgently needs clarification in the field of
marriage and family. This paper, centered on the relevant provisions of the Civil Code of the People's
Republic of China and incorporating judicial practice cases, systematically analyzes the three types of
classification criteria for step—parent—child relationships, focusing on exploring the identifying elements
of the upbringing and educational relationship, and further clarifies the legal boundaries and dissolution
rules of the step—parent's upbringing obligations and the step—child's support obligations. The study
indicates that "substantive upbringing and education" is the core criterion for defining rights and
obligations relationships. Although the current legal framework has established basic rules, there is still
room for improvement in terms of refining the identification criteria. The research conclusions provide
theoretical references for handling such disputes in judicial practice and promoting harmonious and
stable family relationships.
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