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Re Examination of the Legal Status of Ocean Baselines and Islands and Reefs
under the Background of Climate Change
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University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia 6009

Abstract : Sea level rise is shaking the maritime legal order based on natural geography. On the basis of
reviewing the institutional framework of UNCLOS regarding normal/straight baselines, island reef
differentiation, and the effectiveness of low tide elevations, this article points out the triple pressures
that arise under the assumption of "baseline following": passive reduction of jurisdictional waters,
possible "downgrading" of low elevation islands and reefs, and uncertainty of baseline and boundary
points. In this context, this article evaluates the normative basis and boundaries of the "frozen
baseline": providing explanatory space for the purpose of the treaty and subsequent practice, but
should be limited to climate related natural changes, excluding situations such as human reclamation,
and supplemented by coordinate archives and verifiable scientific evidence. Comparative practice
shows that small island countries and some developed maritime countries have formed a convergence
to support stability; A few major countries are cautiously observing. Taking the South China Sea as a
reference, this article advocates for "overall support, specific preservation, and active shaping" at the
global level, promoting "temporary freezing/double freezing" and joint monitoring at the regional level,
solidifying published baselines and evidence standards at the domestic legal level, and combining rule
supply and technical capabilities to maximize the protection of China's maritime rights and interests.

Keywords : climate change; sea level rise; ocean baseline; islands - rocks and reefs; low tide elevation;
freeze baseline; UNCLOS; south China sea
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