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A Comparative Study on the Health Risks of the Discharge of Nuclear
Wastewater from Fukushima into the Sea by Chinese and Japanese Media

Zhang Shanshan
Graduate School, Xi 'an International Studies University, Xi'an, Shaanxi 710128

Abstract : On August 24, 2023, the Fukushima nuclear power plant in Japan initiated the discharge of nuclear
wastewater into the sea, which has drawn high attention from the international community regarding
public health and safety. In crisis situations, the public highly relies on mainstream media to obtain
health information. However, research on how mainstream media report and construct the framework
of health issues during and after crises is still insufficient. Based on the corpus method and Kenneth
Burke's theory of "language as symbolic action", a quantitative content analysis was conducted on
the reports of two Japanese and two Chinese newspapers over a period of one year to examine
and compare the degree of attention paid by the media of the two countries to health issues and
their presentation methods. Research results show that Chinese media are more inclined to focus on
health issues caused by crises than Japanese media, but neither of the two countries' media has given
sufficient attention to health topics.

Keywords : nuclear wastewater is discharged into the sea; Chinese and Japanese media; health issues;
symbolic action theory
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