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A Comparative Study on the Use of Color in Traditional Chinese Ink Painting
and Spanish Oil Painting
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Abstract : This paper conducts a systematic comparative study on the application of color in traditional Chinese
ink—wash painting and Spanish oil painting from four aspects: the foundation of color philosophy, the
composition of color systems, the expression of color techniques, and the orientation of color aesthetics.
The research results reveal that traditional Chinese ink—wash painting has established a monochrome
hierarchy system with ink color as the body and color application as the function by valuing black and
white. Color adheres to the spirit of brush and ink, pursuing an expression of artistic conception that makes
one lose oneself. Spanish oil painting is based on the mixture of the three primary colors, forming a mixed
color system where multiple colors interweave and contrasts coexist. Color is an independent visual
language, pursuing the realistic restoration and emotional transmission of the unity of form and color. The
essence of the color difference between the two is the result of the differences in philosophical thoughts,
cultural backgrounds and visual epistemology between the East and the West.
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