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Ming Tricolor Glazed Pottery: An Archaeological Study
Yin Yikun, Liu Xianghui
Shaanxi University of Science and Technology, Xi'an, Shaanxi 710021

Abstract : This paper focuses on the tri-color glazed pottery of the Ming Dynasty discovered in archaeological
studies and related issues, systematically organizing core contents such as its archaeological discoveries,
distribution pattern, vessel types, production techniques, stylistic characteristics, and cultural interactions.
The study finds that Ming Dynasty tri—color pottery includes subcategories such as fahua (a type of
colored glaze ware) and liuli (colored glaze), with a wide distribution. The unearthed artifacts fall into three
categories: practical, religious, and funeral. Its craftsmanship centers on double—firing. The characteristics
of the body and glaze show regional differences, and among the decorative techniques, the openwork
carving and raised-paste color-filing techniques in northern China are particularly exquisite. As a carrier
of cultural exchange, some tri—color pottery of the Ming Dynasty also reflects the interactive influence of
Chinese and foreign craftsmanship: fahua wares drew on Islamic enamel techniques, while the tri—color
pottery from Guangzhou initially incorporated elements of European style.

Keywords : Ming Dynasty tricolor; glazed pottery; archaeological discoveries; manufacturing techniques;
regional styles; cultural interactions
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