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A Study on the Mutual Verification of Class Criticism and Marxist Alienation
Theory in Gothic Literature — A Case Study of Victorian Literature in England
Long Lin
Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100

Abstract : During the industrialization process, Victorian British society exhibited structural features such as
intensified class differentiation, destabilized subjectivity, and the commodification of social relations,
which revitalized Gothic literature with renewed cultural resonance. Gothic narratives, through dark
spaces, distorted bodies, and cyclical plots, reveal repressed social contradictions. While its horror
mechanisms are often interpreted as emotional expression, a Marxist alienation theory perspective
reveals these narrative phenomena as profound reflections of labor alienation, self-fragmentation,
and class oppression under capitalist systems. Gothic literature symbolically manifests systemic
contradictions, while alienation theory provides structural explanations for these literary motifs,
establishing a complementary relationship between the two at the ideological level. Through analyses
of spatial alienation, bodily grotesquerie, and narrative distortion, it becomes evident that Gothic
literature is not merely an aesthetic practice but also offers crucial theoretical insights into the class
structure and subjectivity crisis of Victorian society. The interplay between literary and social theories
opens new research avenues for deepening critiques of capitalist culture.
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