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A Study on the Compatibility between the introspective "thinking” in "The
Analects of Confucius” and the "Thinking” in Marxist practice
Wang Mingxian
Qingdao University of Technology, Qingdao, Shandong 266520

Abstract : The "thinking" in "The Analects of Confucius" centers on moral self-examination, emphasizing that
individuals achieve personality perfection through "the combination of learning and thinking" and
"self-reflection". The Marxist view of practice advocates promoting human liberation through the
transformation of material production and social relations. This article, by analyzing the different
positioning of the relationship between "thinking" and "acting" by the two, reveals the profound
tension between the "introspective thinking" of Confucianism and the "practical thinking" of Marxism
on the issue of individual moral self-awareness and social historical dynamics, and explores the
complementary possibilities of the two in the construction of contemporary values.
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