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The Use of Chinese Characters in Poster Based on Cassirer’s Symbol Theory
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Abstract : In Ernst Cassirer's view, it is through propositional language that human beings acquire "symbolic
imagination and intelligence," thereby constructing the cultural world of humanity. By examining
Cassirer's philosophy of symbolic forms in relation to Chinese character culture, and taking Chinese
character posters as the object of study, this paper argues its central thesis: Chinese characters
function as a form of propositional language within poster design. Possessing the dual characteristics
of universality and variability, Chinese characters enable continuous transformation, innovation, and
development in poster applications. Through this process, language and symbol achieve an aesthetic
resonance that conveys spiritual values and conceptual meanings, ultimately expressing the unique
beauty of Chinese characters.
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