EEHRSARERRE |

ECOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

TN AR b EEXT 3 A B DX — (AL B S

apzig’, =EE', Be", BEIRT

1. RERE RSB ITIR AL / RIRN B RmG RS L EF BRI E / R AR EF RRE T2 NG ITEE

RE (B0) / SREAERE-RREREESLN=, 5/ 180 571101
2. FERER A S F M R RN, i8R 80 570100
DOI: 10.61369/5SSD.2025180045

EMAMEEBRBRSKX ( AICFTA ) MEAARFERIINMERESERTHEMTE, AMSKEERSRENRZH
REFRER T IRMENZAMESELZ, A HETERERANE-—ERF-RRAZERGEES XIGEFH
A& (RECs ) EEMRERRED, RAELTHIEHLREE (EAC) . EHIEMEZEHLRER (SADC) MIFRIEERE
FHEE (ECOWAS) il A, EZFREEMEXRRZR LNRERR. AL, ENRERIRESR
EREN “BRE” I, BERRWAKEDENG “RAOR" | BEREERTED “BiMt” LIRS ERrMREZER
“RRAD” . AR, NEHERN “BRAR—" B8, 188 “ACFTATRRIRIT -RECs {RAME - ERENZIE"
M= —FREHIER, HESRARERR, SRIEEREIN (MRA) RPIFRENSIESRE, BingN 8B
SEELZ” B{Lh “—HRUIR” , AEN ACFTA BERSAFNRHFBLRIESBEREE,

RE@InE; REDR; IENAMEBRESKX (ACFTA) ; RIGEZFHAK (RECs) ; BRAMRSERZ

Comparative Analysis of Major Agricultural Product Standards in Africa and

Its Implications for Regional Integration

Zou Dongmei', Li Jianguo',Duan Yun", Jiang Changshun?

1. Analysis and Testing Center, Chinese Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences / Key Laboratory of Quality
and Safety Control for Subtropical Frits and Vegetables, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs / Risk Assessment
Laboratory for Quality and Safety of Tropical Agricultural Products, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (Haikou) /
Key Laboratory for Quality and Safety of Tropical Fruits and Vegetables, Hainan Province, Haikou, Hainan 571101

2. Institute of Tropical Crop Germplasm Resources, Chinese Academy of Tropical Agricultural Sciences, Haikou, Hainan 570100

Abstract :

Keywords :

The establishment of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) presents a historic opportunity
for the integration of regional agricultural value chains. However, the heterogeneous agricultural
product standards systems among member states constitute substantial technical trade barriers.
This paper innovatively elevates the research perspective from individual countries or products to the
interaction of standards systems at the continental level and among Regional Economic Communities
(RECs). It systematically compares the similarities and differences in standards for key agricultural
products such as coffee, cocoa, horticultural products, and grains across the East African Community
(EAC), the Southern African Development Community (SADC), and the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS). The study finds that African agricultural product standards exhibit
significant "fragmentation," characterized by "soft constraints" in regional coordination mechanisms,
"hollow" implementation capabilities at the national level, and "asynchronous" alignment with
international standards. This paper proposes that a new trinity governance framework should be
constructed, which goes beyond the traditional approach of "unifying standards item by item" and
incorporates "top—level design by AfCFTA, pivotal coordination by RECs, and national capacity
support." Through pilot programs in priority areas, mutual recognition of conformity assessment results
(MRA), and Sino—African standardization cooperation, standards can be transformed from "trade
barriers" into "integration tools," providing theoretical foundations and policy references for unlocking
the potential trade dividends of the AfCFTA.
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