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A Brief Analysis of the Application of Iconology Principles in Poster Design

Iconology, also known as iconological hermeneutics, is a discipline that studies the themes of

artworks, interprets their meanings, and investigates the related socio—historical contexts. The

process involves identifying motifs and images, and subsequently transferring the information and

insights gained from these images into real-life contexts. As a mass communication medium, the core

function of posters lies in conveying information, mobilizing emotions, and advocating values through

compelling visual imagery. This paper aims to explore the intrinsic connection between iconological

principles and poster design, focusing on how posters construct meaning through their symbolic visual

language, guide audience interpretation, and carry cultural concepts. It also seeks to provide designers

with theoretical explanations and references based on iconology when creating posters. Research

indicates that iconological analytical methods can effectively deconstruct the deeper meanings of
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posters, while designers can consciously apply these principles in their creative process.
Keywords : iconology; poster design; image analysis; visual communication
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