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Research Progress and Prospects of Ecological Compensation in the Water
Source Area of the South-to-North Water Diversion Middle Route Project
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Abstract : The South—-to—North Water Diversion Middle Route Project (SNWD-MRP) is a major strategic
project in China. The ecological protection of its water source area is directly related to the project's
effectiveness and regional sustainable development. As a core water source area of the Middle Route
Project, Ankang's practice of ecological compensation mechanisms is of typical representativeness.
Taking Ankang as the research object, this paper systematically sorts out the existing ecological
compensation mechanisms in the region, including the practices of government-led vertical
compensation, regionally collaborative horizontal compensation, interest coordination under industrial
constraints, and supervision and guarantee. It conducts an in—depth analysis of the problems existing
in the current mechanisms, such as imprecise compensation standards and low marketization level.
Furthermore, it proposes optimization paths for the ecological compensation mechanism from the
dimensions of compensation precision, market—oriented operation, subject synergy, and supervision
upgrading, aiming to provide theoretical support and practical reference for the ecological protection of
the water source area and regional coordinated development.
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